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Preliminary Stewardship Project Watershed Selection Criteria

The following is a list of criteria for selecting watersheds that may be included in the Stewardship Project.  This list synthesizes Project Team input with work previously undertaken by the Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative to identify their assessment watersheds
.  The criteria are organized in two groups:  a prioritized group that includes criteria critical for selecting creeks; a secondary group that may be useful to implement as a tie-breaker in the case of creeks that score equally on the priority criteria.

The priority criteria can be implemented equally in all three watershed-planning areas using existing, available information.  These criteria can be measured qualitatively or quantitatively and assigned values (e.g. very high, high, medium, low, very low) in a matrix. If appropriate, weightings can be attached to the criteria, and rankings made accordingly.

Priority Selection Criteria:

1) Will the level of effort brought to bear by the Watershed Stewardship Initiative add significantly to what is known about existing conditions and stewardship opportunities in the watershed?  In other words, does this watershed have enough data foundation to build something significant, and yet not so much that our effort doesn’t appreciably add value to what is already known?  

2) Based on our existing understanding of historical and current conditions, are there habitat protection and restoration opportunities in the watershed? In other words, are there areas of watershed that can be feasibly enhanced or that are especially worthy of protection, or patches that can be connected to make a better functioning system? (assessed based on combination of local knowledge, percent development within the riparian corridor, availability of adjacent land within historical floodplain, quality of habitat/potential, relative degree of change from historical hydrology (i.e. dams, incision, etc.) 

3) Are there existing or proposed flood protection and storm water control projects in the watershed, and if so, how would an assessment help improve the design, operation, and maintenance of the projects, with consideration of water quality, land use, water supply, and habitat protection? 

4) Can multiple objectives be achieved?  (e.g. improving creek ecosystem while reducing bank erosion, enhancing recreational needs while improving flood capacity)

5) Would an assessment help address the number and complexity of regulatory issues in the watershed?

6) Do the streams selected provide good geographic diversity, both in terms of historical and current watershed/stream characteristics and in covering appropriate regions of the District jurisdiction?





























































� SCBWMI developed two technical memoranda that addressed watershed selection criteria.  Tier 1 criteria were presented in TM#11C (Workgroup C); Tier 2 criteria were presented in TM29i (Workgroup D).





