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SCVWD Stewardship Plans

Suggested Terminology and Definitions
Adaptive Management:  A systematic process for continually improving management policies and practices by learning from the outcomes of operational programs. The stewardship plans provide a baseline (existing conditions), implementation guidance, and measures of success as the basis for the stewardship adaptive management process for the District and partners.

Assessment:  A process for evaluating how well a watershed is functioning and the condition of its resources; an assessment identifies the existing functional capacities of watershed features and processes relative to a benchmark, and may identify the potential functional capacities as well.

Coarse-scale Assessment:  A process for evaluating how well a watershed is functioning and the condition of its resources at a coarse spatial resolution, e.g., units of analysis reflect major hydrologic differences and stream ecosystem processes such as sediment production, transport, and deposition.  The coarse-scale assessment is the basis for the watershed area summaries (e.g., Guadalupe) from which a broad-scale planning vision can be developed.

Enhancement:  In the context of restoration ecology, any improvement of a structural or functional attribute.

Fine-Scale Assessment:  A process for evaluating how well a watershed is functioning and the condition of its resources at a fine spatial resolution, e.g., units of analysis are reaches that correspond to stream ecosystem functions, and are typically within the range of 0.5 – 3 miles long.  Fine-scale assessment is generally required to evaluate stream ecosystem health (e.g. aquatic fauna) and develop on-the-ground projects for stream restoration, flood protection, evaluate maintenance practices, etc.

Goals – SCVWD Ends Policies:  Policies that define desirable endpoints of District management activities.

Indicator:  A feature that may be reliably quantified in order to provide a measure of progress towards a stated objective.  Indicators will provide information regarding trends on progress towards goals as impacted by projects and or activities that have been modified through the stewardship plans.  
Management Issue / Question / Watershed Problem:  Issues (positive or negative) that stakeholders want addressed in a watershed assessment and stewardship plans.  Issues may range in terms of their spatial and temporal scale, e.g., issues may be reach specific and/or watershed-wide.

Mitigation:  Actions taken to avoid, reduce, or compensate for the effects of environmental damage; among the broad spectrum of possible actions are those that restore, enhance, create, or replace damaged ecosystems.

Restoration:  To return ecosystem function and condition using conditions prior to disturbance as a reference point for evaluating feasible targets.  Restoration includes efforts to return an ecosystem or habitat to a designated level of its original community structure, natural complement of species, and natural functions.  Restoration is a complex endeavor that begins by recognizing natural or human-induced disturbances that are damaging the structure and functions of the ecosystem or preventing its recovery to a sustainable condition (Pacific Rivers Council 1996).  Restoration is reestablishment of the structure and function of ecosystems (National Research Council, 1992). Ecological restoration is the process of returning an ecosystem as closely as possible to predisturbance conditions and functions. Implicit in this definition is that ecosystems are naturally dynamic and that societal uses may place constraints on future potential. It is therefore not possible to recreate a system exactly. The restoration process reestablishes the general structure, function, and dynamic but self-sustaining behavior of the ecosystem.
Stressor:  A feature on the landscape that impacts natural resources within the riparian corridor. OR factors that threaten the well being or health and long-term viability of an ecosystem, species, or a population.

Stewardship: The act of entrusting the careful and responsible management of the environment and natural resources to one's care for the benefit of the general community.  Watershed Stewardship approaches the issue of careful management on a watershed basis because many of the impacts have their effect and solution set within watershed boundaries.
Stewardship Plan:  A program designed to retain and restore ecosystem functionality while continuing to meet the societally valued natural resource needs (i.e. water supply, flood protection) through the implementation of the following eight program areas: land use planning, land conservation, aquatic buffers, better site design, erosion and sediment control, storm water treatment practices, non-storm water discharges, and watershed stewardship programs.
Watershed Area:  District Management Units that consist of either groups of watersheds or individual, large watersheds.  The coarse-scale assessment will identify the unique characteristics of the three watershed areas that must be considered in developing detailed watershed stewardship programs.

Watershed (SubWatershed / Coarse-scale reaches):  Each Watershed Area can be divided into several coarse-scale reaches and or subwatersheds.  Such divisions may be based on stream order and significant changes in hydrology (e.g., large dams) or other features.  The idea is to provide some means of differentiating within a watershed, but not make so many divisions that the task of tabulating and describing issues in these areas becomes too onerous for the level of effort the project can support.  In many cases these are watersheds that drain to the Bay, but larger watersheds (Guadalupe, San Francisquito, and San Tomas) have been subdivided. The watershed issue worksheets have been organized on this basis.
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