From: Valiela.Luisa@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: WAPTAG--comments on draft Action Plan

First let me say, I think that Dan did an excellent job synthesizing far-flung ideas, rambling worksheets, common themes, etc.. into an interesting and readable document.  This is better than I hoped the Action Plan would be.  My comments are split between substantive issues and grammar/editing/fact checking.  And I have one question for the group-- have we agreed to the Measures of Success on page 106?-- and reporting annually--seems like that is quite a commitment.  Also in regards to Richards's suggested language change for reference to Guad design, I can support his alternate language, though I am not sure why he wants the GCRCD comments taken out of the footnotes--seems like GCRCD might have a problem with that.  

SUBSTANTIVE

1) In Executive Summary, the summary of Chap 7 focuses primarily on HCP/NCCPs while the chapter itself is more balanced in restoration approaches by mentioning ESA, Ecosystem Goals Report, etc..  --balance should carry forth into Exec Summary

Revised using text below submitted by Luisa Valiela.. Replaced last 2 sentences of first paragraph in Section ES-7 with:
Improving Habitat Conservation Plans/Natural Community Conservation Plans (Chapter 7).  The WMI advocates that efforts to preserve and enhance habitats for endangered, threatened, and special status species should be focused on creating and maintaining habitat preserves.  Though Habitat Conservation Plans/Natural Community Conservation Plans (HCPs/NCCPs) have been available as tools for over a decade to help strategically target areas for preservation, they have not been widely used.  Some of the early HCP processes had significant shortcomings, such as the lack of "ground-truthed" habitat data, which has led to the improvements the WMI would incorporate in participating in any future HCP/NCCP effort. The plans should begin with updated, improved surveys of species habitats and should incorporate (where appropriate) existing reserves, refuges, parks, and public lands.

2)Page 4, quotation in circle taken out of the text-- this discussion is confusing and would be better served with an example

Revised using text submitted by Richard McMurtry.
3)Page 63, 7c last sentence, "..biologists depend on intuition and experience to map..."--seems a bit subjective, and should probably change language to stress experience rather than intuition-- change to "..biologists depend on their field experience to map..."

Text revised as suggested.
4)Page 78, 8e4, description of the way SMP came about are a bit off: change "..to consolidate permits and CEQA review, SCVWD convened..." to "..to alleviate difficulties in obtaining annual permits from multiple agencies, SCVWD convened..."

Text revised as suggested.
GRAMMAR/FACT CHECK

5)Page ES-7 under Chap 7, and again on pg 67 (same phrase) phrase needs to be made grammatically correct: "...permits issued timely"-- probably should be "issued in a timely manner"

Could not find this grammatical error.
6)Page ES-8  under Chap 8, phrase needs to be made grammatically correct "..minimize failure prone in streams.."-- probably should be "failure prone areas in streams.."

Text revised as suggested.
7)Figure 3-2 seems disconnected from the text and has nothing to link it to text (FIgure 4-2 is good example of how it should be linked to text) -- without further reference I would suggest removing it.

Figure kept to give interest to the Chapter.
8) Page 75, add JARPA website to text, --http//jarpa.abag.ca.gov

Revised website url in the Endnote for this sentence.
